CITYSCAPE

Vignettes from the grand finale of the ‘Experience Korea: K-Pop Contest 2016, that
introduced various facets of Korean culture and cuisine in the city on Saturday

® TUBA RAQSHAN

CHENNAI: Pu.la.ah ng pop hits,
groovy dance moves and
enchanting choreography fol-
lowed by some delicious kimchi
and hotteok — the ‘Experience
Korea: K-Pop Contest 2016" in-
troduced many facets of Korean
culture to Chennaiites, as the
grand finale of the nationwide
contest took place in the city for
the first time on July 30.

Al the entrance of the venue, K-Pop
fans Nikita and Pavithra eagerly
posed next to the posters of Eddy
and Simba of K-Pop band JJCC,
who were the chief guests for the
finale. Their excitement knew no
bounds as their favourite popstars
passed by them. Speaking about
their love for K-Pop, Pavithra said,
“While watching Korean dramas,
~ We came to know about

give a complete experience of Kore-
an culture to the visitors. “This s
the fifth edition of the K-Pop Con-
test and for the first time, Chennai
is hosting it. K-Pop is not just about
the dance or music but it spills over
to 50 many areas — from hairstyles
to clothes — the entire fashion quo-
tient. We wanted people to experi-
ence Korea; so the food festival and
music are cultural signboards,” she
said, adding that the grand finale
was jointly hosted by the Korean
Cultural Centre, New Delhi, Con-
sulate General of the Republic of
Korea in Chennal and InKo Centre.
Out of 200 entries, 17 final teams,/
participants from across the coun-
try performed K-Pop favourites by
artistes such as Ailee, Big Bang,
Red Velvet, Beast and many others.
Consul General Kyungsoo Kim,
who inaugurated the finale, said
one can expect the popularity of
Hallyu (Korean cultural wave) to
rise in Chennal. “K-pop lovers mest
regularly in Korean restaurants or
at InKo Centre ll.'- lhl;ruhnut their

as a glant screen relayed the fina-
le, creating an impromptu, al-fres-
co dining space. Other delicacies
at the K-Food Festival included
Dak-galbi (spicy stirfried Chick-
en), Treok-bokki (spicy rice cake),
Japchae (stirfried glass noodles
and vegetables) and the popular
kimchi

Sarah Ahn, Deputy Consul Gen-
eral, said, “Most people who at-
tended the event, watch K-Drama
and know about Korean food. So,
we wanted to give them a chance
to try it. We also asked our Indian
friends thelr favourite Korean food
and Hotteok was quite popular,
Apart from this, we had the popu-
lar kimechi, which is a Korean sta-
ple, served with fried rice - so even
those who are trying Korean food
for the first time can enjoy it."

The winners of the K-Pop con-
test were 3 Plus 4 Crew from Delhi
(dance ﬁ;legcﬂug]b who will be nom-
inated for hangwon K-
World Festival in South I{E
Priyanka from Sikkim came first in
the vocals category.

Eddy

and Simba of JICC ban

K-Pop grooves, kimchi

‘We want to watch
Rajinikanth’s new

mmrla in Chennai’

K-Pop stars Eddy and Simba
of the JICC band, formed by
actor Jackie Chan, were in the
city recently and performed for
their fans. Speaking to DThext
Simba said he's thrilled to be in
Chennai. Eddy revealed, “This
is our first fan meeting and we
spent some good time with
the fans. | hope they too had
agreat time with us." Simba’s
journey into K-Pop started from
modelling while Eddy's dream of
becoming an action star saw him
grow into an integral part of the
band. While they're not churning
out chartbusters, Simba enjoys
playing sports. Eddy said, “I like
composing songs. S0 maybe, in
the future, there will be collab-
orations.” Does the Jackie Chan
association add to the pressure?
Simba conceded, *Jackie Chan is
more |ike a dad than a CEO. It's a
big responsibility because people
expect a lot since we are under
him. So we are doing our best as
we need to keep up a good image
of him."” The band's performance
on Sunday had a special surprise
for the fans. “We heard that
Shahrukh Khan and Rajinikanth
were the biggest stars of India
and we especially loved the
movie My name is Khan. We also
want to watch Rajinikanth's new
movie here in Chennal, Because
we love both the actors, we
decided to perform the Lungi
__dancefor our
| concert,” he
concluded.
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