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At the rehearsal

Touch can speak more
than a thousand words

TIL0 i b reare! SRS
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n an age when we are pinned down to being
a woman, a man, a homosexual, an Indian,
a husband, or a refugee, how do we look

beyond identities? For Preethi Athreya, a
Chennai-based contemporary dancer, the mov-
ing body is the only recourse. “When you're
moving, the body is reconstituting itself. It's
never stable. So, it competes with the idea of
identity that's fixed in a particular point in
time,"” she says.

Preethi is a co-founder of Basement 21, a
practice-based performance collective in Chen-
nai. She performs, choreographs, and is a fa-
cilitator who uses dance as an agent of change,
and her latest piece “The Lost Wax project’ is
about exposing the fluidity in systems that ap-
pear to be organised and unchanging.

“The process began in February 2017. I was
interested in how we become aware of each
other when we reach out and touch somebody.
Spaces between people changes a lot, it be-
comes very charged,” she explains. “It is im-
portant to understand this today when we all
lead individualised lives — isolated in both our
living and thinking."”
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lief that words cannot express the full capacity
of all that we think and see. “A word is a small
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Dancing her way
February 23 | Palavakkam
Inko Centre in association with Goethe Institut, Mumbai and Alliance Francaise
of Madras presents ‘The Lost Wax Project,’ a contemporary act choreographed
by Chennai-based Preethi Athreya. She will be accompanied by Avantika Bahi
Goyal, Dipna Daryanani, Kamakshi Saxena and Sanchita Sharma. At
Cholamandal Artists Village. 7.15 pm. Entry free. Details: 2449-0092
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The Lost Wax Project,
Cholamandal Artists’
Village East Coast Road,
Injambakkam, Palavakk-
am, from 10am to 7.15pm,
till Feb 24; Choreographed by
Chennai-based dancer, Preethi
Athreya who will be accompa-
nied by other dancers to create
a presentation that is provoca-
tively abstract, evocative and

disruptive.
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