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Echoes from an exile

A performative installation brings back a lesser-know history, of an Indian-Korean
connect, at the Lalit Kala Akademi

'Limits of Change' is an ongoing performative exhibition P Ravikumar

Sonu M Kothari
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Around 2,000 years ago, Sembavalam, Princess of Ayuta, a Pandian kingdom,
embarked on a sea voyage to Korea from Tamil Nadu. The journey aimed at
strengthening political and economic ties between the Tamil kingdom and
Korean kingdom of Gaya. This sea route was traced once again in 1953. Six
thousand Indian Army soldiers from then-Madras arrived at the 38th parallel
— the North and South Korean border. The military formed the Custodian
Force India (CFI) to manage and repatriate 23,000 North Korean Prisoners of
War (POWSs) after the Korean War.

The prisoners and the army were in a barbed wire enclosure called Hind Nagar
at the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). The armed force’s role was to safeguard and
facilitate the return of POWs to North or South Korea or a third country.
History, in its own way, repeated itself. Centuries apart, these Indo-Korean
connections, distant yet intertwined histories, are now the focus of a unique
performative art installation. The exhibition ‘Limits of Change’ was
commissioned, supported, and presented by the Inko Centre, a nonprofit
centre exploring Indian and Korean culture. It seamlessly blended visual,
literary, and performing arts, retelling the lives involved in the repatriation
process through diary entries written by Major General TNR Nayar, also
known as Captain N in the act.

This show was conceptualised by Captain N’s daughter Parvathi Nayar, a
multidisciplinary visual artiste, and her niece Nayantara Nayar. Parvathi
shares, “The show is a slice of forgotten Indo-Korean history, and still seems
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The Turtle Trail

InKo Centre with the Academy of Korean Studies, Korea and support from the Korean Cultural
Centre, New Delhi, brings together researchers to examine the deep-rooted links between Korea
and India, both the ancient trajectories as well as the modern manifestations of whatisa
significant ongoing intercultural dialogue titled The Turtle Trail — Indo-Korean ties from
antiquity to the contemporary: a new perspective, the project aims to include the historical,
linguistic, religious, trade, commercial as well as cultural links between India and Korea, with a
particular focus on southern South Korea (particularly the Gaya kingdom, the current day Gimhae
region) and Southern India (particularly the ancient Ai kingdom, the current day region
stretching from Kanyakumari to Trivandrum).

The project aims, through rigorous research, to position the southern sea routes from India to
Korea as the genesis of a relationship that starting in circa 48 CE — with the marriage of the
legendary Princess Heo Hwang-ok to King Suro of the Gaya kingdom - continued to manifest
itself across time and over myriad forms and routes of interaction.

Twelve researchers from Korea, India, Malaysia and Canada will be working on this project and
will share their research findings at a workshop in Chennai on February 7-9, 2018. For further
information,T: 044-24361224; enquiries@ inkocentre.org
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